Public health nurses' vision of their future reflects changing paradigms.
Health care over the past decade has undergone important changes that have implications for public health nursing. The focus of public health has expanded, as a result of the World Health Organization establishing the goal of "Health for All by the Year 2000," with its strategy of primary health care. To be active participants in this expansion, public health nurses must be more explicit about their current contributions to health care systems; develop nursing frameworks consistent with the systems' changing goals; and articulate their visions of the future. It is clear that the medical paradigm of health care services needs to change to one of primary health care. Based on results of a recent public health nursing research study, a conceptual framework for the future practice of public health nursing was developed.